Biochemical and immunochemical similarity between erythrocyte membrane aspartic proteinase and cathepsin E.
An aspartic proteinase previously thought to be unique to erythrocyte membranes, termed "EMAP", has been shown to be closely related to cathepsin E. Enzymic comparison revealed that these two enzymes resembled each other in molecular weight, susceptibility to pepstatin and chromatographic behaviors on DEAE-Sephacel and Mono P chromatofocusing columns. They were immunoprecipitated by antiserum against human EMAP in a similar way. Immunochemical similarity between the two enzymes was also substantiated by immunoblot analysis.